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A NEW WORLD ORDER: ON UN REFORMS 
The permanent members of the UNSC must support the reform process of the UN 

At a special session marking 75 years of the United Nations on Tuesday, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi called for reform of its “outdated structures”, pointing out that in the absence of 

comprehensive changes, the world body today faces a “crisis of confidence”. While the words appear 

harsh given the occasion, they can hardly be faulted. India has been at the forefront of demanding 

reform in the UN, particularly its principal organ, the Security Council, for decades, staking its claim 

as one of the world’s largest economies and most populous countries, with a track record in 

promoting a rules-based international order, and contributing to peacekeeping through UN forces. 

The UN was born in the crisis of the World War era, and the realities of that time can hardly be 

compared to the present. The UNSC’s permanent, veto-carrying members, chosen by virtue of being 

“winners” of World War II — the U.S., the U.K., France, Russia and later China — can hardly claim 

adequate representation of the world’s leadership today. The UNSC does not include a permanent 

member from the African, Australian and South American continents, and the pillars of the 

multilateral order, such as the G-4 group of Brazil, India, Germany and Japan, have been ignored for 

long. Other, more representative options exist, and that has been the crux of the battle for change. 

Also, there is a deep polarisation within the UN’s membership, so decisions are either not taken, or 

not heeded. Frequent divisions within the UNSC P-5 end up blocking key decisions. These issues are 

underlined in a year where the coronavirus pandemic has brought the world to a standstill; yet, the 

UN, the UNSC, and WHO have failed to play an effective role in helping nations deal with the spread. 

For India, what has been most frustrating is that despite the dysfunctional power balance 

that prevails, the UN’s reform process, held through Inter Governmental Negotiations (IGN) has not 

made progress over decades, despite commitments. The UN has chosen to “rollover” the discussions 

of the IGN, which are looking at five major issues: enlarging the Security Council, categories of 

membership, the question of the veto that five Permanent members of the UNSC wield, regional 

representation, and redistributing the Security Council-General Assembly power balance. It is some 

comfort that the UN’s 75th anniversary declaration passed by all member countries this week 

pledges to “upgrade the United Nations” with a commitment to “instil new life in the discussions on 

the reform of the Security Council”. Those words can only be realised if the UNSC’s permanent 

members recognise the deep peril the UN faces and support the reform process, an act that will 

require looking beyond their own interests for the greater good of the world and its peace-building 

architecture. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 

 world/international/global order (noun) – 

the arrangement of power and authority that 

provides the system for the conduct of 

diplomacy and world politics in relation to 

the entire world. 

 mark (verb) – indicate, represent, 

signify, signalize. 

 call for (phrasal verb) – request, require, ask 

for, necessitate, demand. 

 outdated (adjective) – old, out of date, 

outmoded. 

 point out (phrasal verb) – identify, mention, 

indicate, draw attention to. 

 comprehensive (adjective) – all-inclusive, 

broad-based, complete/thorough. 

 organ (noun) – department. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 crisis of confidence (phrase) – a serious loss 

of confidence in something; uncertainty, 

doubt, scepticism. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 occasion (noun) – time, moment. 

 hardly (adverb) – barely, only just, almost 

not. 

 fault (verb) – find fault with, complain about, 

criticize. 

 at/in the forefront of (phrase) – be in a 

leading/front/important position in an 

important activity; spearhead, van guard, 

front line, leading position. 

 stake a claim (phrase) – assert, declare, 

proclaim, establish (one’s ownership of or 

right to something). 
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 populous (adjective) – densely populated. 

 track record (noun) – previous performance, 

previous accomplishments, previous 

achievements. 

 rules-based (adjective) – based on a 

predetermined set of principles. 

 peacekeeping (noun) – it is defined as the 

prevention, containment, moderation and 

termination of hostilities (between hostile 

countries), through peaceful third party 

intervention, organized and directed 

internationally, using multinational forces of 

soldiers, police, and civilians to restore and 

maintain peace. 

 veto (noun) – an official right/power to reject 

a decision/proposal (by a governing body). 

 by virtue of (phrase) – because of, on 

account of, as a result of. 

 multilateral (adjective) – involving many 

different countries. 

 crux (noun) – essence, most important point, 

central point. 

 polarisation (noun) – separation of two 

contrasting groups (based 

on different opinions/beliefs). 

 heed (verb) – pay attention to, take into 

account, consider. 

 end up (phrasal verb) – turn up, come/go to, 

appear, reach (a place, condition, or situation 

that was unplanned/unexpected). 

 underline (verb) – underscore, emphasize, 

highlight. 

 standstill (noun) – a situation in which 

something stops happening; halt, dead stop. 

 play a part/role (phrase) – contribute to, be 

instrumental in, be a factor in. 

 frustrate (verb) – discourage, dishearten, 

depress, dissatisfy; irritate, annoy.  

 dysfunctional (adjective) – not functioning/ 

working normally or properly; troubled, 

unsettled, flawed. 

 prevail (verb) – exist, be in existence, be 

present, be prevalent. 

 Inter-Governmental Negotiations 

Framework (IGN) (noun) – a group of nation-

states working within the United Nations to 

further reform of the United Nations Security 

Council (UNSC). 

 rollover (noun) – the extension/transfer of a 

particular (financial) arrangement. 

 wield (verb) – exercise, exert, be possessed 

of, have, command. 

 comfort (noun) – relief, easement, 

alleviation. 

 pledge (verb) – promise, give one’s word, 

vow/swear, give an assurance. 

 instil (noun) – imbue, introduce , infuse, 

inculcate. 

 perils (noun) – dangers, difficulties, risks. 

 peace-building (noun as modifier) – action to 

identify and support structures which will 

tend to strengthen and solidify peace. 

 architecture (noun) – structure, framework, 

formation. 

********************************************************************************* 

PRECARIOUS HOUSES: ON BUILDING COLLAPSES 
To prevent building collapses, governments should offer incentives for repairs 
Bhiwandi, a suburban town in the Mumbai Metropolitan Region, has witnessed a building 

collapse in the receding weeks of the monsoon, killing at least 20 people including minors, and 

exposing once again, the precarious condition of many dwellings in one of India’s more prosperous 

States. Many more hapless residents and workers of a powerloom unit operating in the aging three-

storeyed building were trapped under the debris. Legal liability and responsibility for the disaster 

have inevitably fallen on the owner of the structure and some municipal officials, for failing to abide 

by pre-monsoon safety audits. The monsoon has brought such disasters unfailingly to coastal 

Maharashtra, including Mumbai, for years now. In July, seven people died in the commercial capital, 

when two chawl buildings in densely populated working class areas crashed after heavy rain. 

Another incident in Mahad, in the rain-drenched Raigad district, killed many in August. These 

traumatic calamities, similar to many others in recent years, point to a worrying trend. Coastal 

Maharashtra has often received a staggering quantum of monsoon rainfall, and Thane district, where 

Bhiwandi is located, recorded 320 cm three years ago, over the average of about 240 cm. This is an 

alarm signal to the government. Flimsy buildings, particularly those constructed in the 1970s, are in 

danger of collapse, while their owners and residents are unable to fund their maintenance. A weaker 

economy in the post-COVID-19 phase will render expensive repairs even less feasible. 
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Ending the tragic episodes of building collapses will require Maharashtra to raise the bar for 

municipal services, beginning with safety audits. It is true that Mumbai’s municipal government has 

been identifying and classifying buildings based on hazard levels for some time now, and last year 

found 499 to be in a dangerous state. This programme must now include suburban local bodies such 

as the Bhiwandi Nizampur City Municipal Corporation, which lack the capacity and resources to carry 

out a comprehensive check. On the other hand, building owners must be incentivised to carry out 

safety repairs, with support from the Centre and the State, making such certified expenditure tax-

deductible. Mumbai’s municipal engineers have, in the past, complained of political interference in 

the enforcement of safety norms, but as Monday’s accident makes clear, safety depends on quality. 

A more profound question is whether purely market-led approaches to housing can support 

Mumbai’s ambitions for growth, when its poorly-housed workers might be better served by a hybrid 

solution that includes decent, affordable social accommodation. The immediate priority for 

Maharashtra is to understand the scale of the problem, identify the weakest structures and launch a 

plan to prevent disasters. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 

 precarious (adjective) – risky, dangerous, 

unsafe; hazardous, perilous, unreliable. 

 incentive (noun) – financial assistance; 

stimulus, impetus. 

 suburban (adjective) – suburban area is a 

mixed-use or residential area, existing either 

as part of a city or urban area or as a 

separate residential community within 

commuting distance of a city. 

 metropolitan (noun) – a region consisting of 

a densely populated urban core and its less-

populated surrounding territories, sharing 

industry, infrastructure, and housing. 

 witness (verb) – see, observe, view, notice. 

 receding (adjective) – abating, diminishing, 

lessening, decreasing. 

 expose (verb) – reveal, uncover, lay bare. 

 dwelling (place) (noun) – residence, house, 

place of residence. 

 prosperous (adjective) – flourishing, thriving,  

successful, productive. 

 hapless (adjective) – unfortunate, unlucky, 

 ill-fated. 

 powerloom (noun) – a mechanized loom 

uses water, steam or electricity for its 

operation. (loom is a device for weaving  

threads for getting cloth). 

 aging (adjective) – old. 

 trap (verb) – confine, hem in; get stuck, get 

caught. 

 debris (noun) – broken pieces of a building; 

rubble, wreckage. 

 liability (noun) – accountability, 

responsibility,  answerability. 

 inevitably (adverb) – unavoidably, certainly, 

definitely. 

 abide by (verb) – conform to, adhere to, 

comply with. 

 audit (noun) – inspection, examination, 

appraisal/assessment, investigation. 

 unfailingly (adverb) – always, 

constantly, reliably/steadily. 

 for now (phrase) – for the time being, for the 

moment, for the present. 

 rain-drenched (adjective) – swamped, 

submerged, inundated, flooded (by rain). 

 traumatic (adjective) – stressful, painful, 

distressing, disturbing. 

 calamity (noun) – disaster, catastrophe, 

tragedy. 

 point to (verb) – indicate, suggest, denote. 

 staggering (adjective) – astonishing, 

shocking, surprising. 

 quantum (noun) – measure, amount, 

portion. 

 alarm (noun) – danger signal, distress signal, 

alert. 

 flimsy (adjective) – unconvincing, 

unsatisfactory, unsubstantial. 

 render (verb) – make, cause to be, cause to 

become. 

 feasible (adjective) – practicable, viable,  

realistic. 

 raise the bar (phrase) – increase/raise the 

standards that others to meet/qualify. 

 hazard (noun) – danger, threat, risk. 

 lack (verb) – be without, be in need of, 

require, be short of. 

 carry out (phrasal verb) – conduct, perform, 

execute. 

 comprehensive (adjective) – all-inclusive, 

broad-based, complete/thorough. 
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 tax-deductible expenses (noun) – 

for tax purposes, a deductible is an expense 

that an individual or a business can subtract 

from adjusted gross income while completing 

a tax form. 

 interference (noun) – intervention, 

 meddling, unwarranted involvement. 

 enforcement (noun) – administration, 

imposition, implementation, execution. 

 make clear (phrase) – explain, clarify, 

elucidate. 

 profound (adjective) – deep, serious, 

 difficult, intense.  

 market-led (adjective) – influenced by the 

market. 

 hybrid (adjective) – composed/combined of 

different elements. 

 affordable (adjective) – reasonable,  

competitive. 

 accommodation (noun) – housing. 

 scale (noun) – extent, size, magnitude. 

********************************************************************************* 

VACCINE FOR ALL: ON COVID-19 VACCINE POLICY 
India needs a COVID-19 vaccine policy that ensures total coverage in logical phases 

The race to a vaccine is a relay — at every stage, there are people passing on the baton, and 

it’s the government’s responsibility to grasp it at the last mile. Whether or not a vaccine for COVID-

19 is around the corner, it is imperative that a vaccine policy is formulated for India, ensuring parity 

of access for all. As several vaccine efforts are progressing at varying paces, globally, concerns about 

access to a vaccine in the future have crept into the narrative. WHO Director General Tedros 

Adhanom Ghebreyesus recently spoke of the need to use a vaccine, when it becomes available, 

effectively. He also indicated the need to prioritise vaccination for some in the initial stages, while in 

time, as production increases, people everywhere should get it. In the initial stages, global health 

leaders have been advancing the vaccine for essential workers and those at risk including senior 

citizens and those with co-morbidities. As Dr. Tedros said, “some people in all countries, rather than 

all people in some countries”, should have access to the vaccine in the early phase. Even in this initial 

stage, the government should make the vaccine available free of cost to those who cannot pay, or at 

affordable rates. As production kicks off, initial production costs are likely to be high, even 

astronomical, and it is the duty of governments to cushion the cost. Once the economies of scale 

begin to kick in, it is likely that the prices are driven down and become more affordable. Besides 

being a moral and ethical imperative, it will also make economic sense to make sure the vaccine is 

eventually available to all. Leaving gaps in the delivery of the vaccine will only serve to allow the virus 

to survive, and continue to wreak further damage. 

India has a fairly reliable vaccine delivery system for children, as part of the universal 

immunisation programme. It may be assumed that the knowledge and wherewithal to run a full-

scale vaccination programme rests with the health administration — both at the central and the 

State level. However, in terms of scope, this is far wider; in fact, a mammoth task. All people in the 

country must have access to the vaccine, and, if necessary, periodic doses of it. Indeed, the 

mobilisation for this task in India should be nothing short of heroic, as and when the vaccine is 

available here. Meanwhile, the government must get its act together on developing a policy specific 

to the COVID-19 vaccine; from preparing resources — both material and human — for the 

manufacture, storage, distribution and delivery. This includes taking sensitive, but firm, decisions 

guided by evidence, on who will receive the vaccine, how, when and where. Putting down a standard 

operating protocol for every stage of the vaccine will serve the government well when the baton is 

finally passed on to it. 

Meanings of Difficult Words: 
 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 

improves immunity to a particular disease. 

 logical (adjective) – reasonable, sensible, 

rational. 

 race (noun) – competition, contest. 

 pass on the baton (phrase) – transfer a 

specific duty/responsibility. 

 grasp (verb) – act on. 

 around the corner (phrase) – coming soon, 

coming up, approaching, forthcoming. 
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 the last mile (noun) – it describes the final 

part/leg (of any network/supply chain that 

physically reaches the end-user’s premises 

(customer’s house)). 

 imperative (adjective) – vitally important, 

crucial, essential, necessary. 

 formulate (verb) – conceive, create, draw up, 

put together. 

 parity (noun) – uniformity, equality. 

 crept in past participle of creep in (verb) –
 penetrate, invade, slip in. 

 narrative (noun) – a representation of a 

particular situation; portrayal/account. 

 speak of (verb) – mention, talk about, 

discuss, refer to, comment/remark on. 

 effectively (adverb) – practically, virtually. 

 prioritise (verb) – make a point of, 

highlight, call attention to (something as very 

important). 

 vaccination (noun) – treatment with 

a vaccine to protect against a particular 

disease; immunization. 

 in time (phrase) – eventually, ultimately, 

finally, in the end, at a later time. 

 advance (verb) – promote, support, further, 

forward, help/assist. 

 co-morbidity (noun) – In medicine, co-

morbidity is the presence of one or more 

additional conditions (diseases) co-

occurring/co-existing with a primary 

condition (disease). 

 rather than (phrase) – instead of. 

 affordable (adjective) – reasonable,  

competitive. 

 kick off (phrasal verb) – begin, start, get 

going. 

 astronomical (adjective) – very high/large 

(amount of). 

 cushion (verb) – mitigate, lessen, reduce (the 

adverse effects of). 

 economy of scale (phrase) – cost reductions 

that occur when an organization is large or 

increases production. 

 kick in (phrasal verb) – come into effect. 

 likely (adverb) – probably, presumably, no 

doubt. 

 drive down (phrasal verb) – reduce, 

decrease, lower, lessen, bring down 

(something by forcible & effective measures). 

 besides (preposition) – in addition to, apart 

from. 

 imperative (noun) – necessary condition, 

precondition, essential requirement. 

 make sense (phrase) – be acceptable, be 

practical, be justifiable, be convincing, pass 

muster, hold water. 

 wreak (verb) – inflict, engender, result in, 

effect. 

 reliable (adjective) – trustworthy, 

dependable, good/safe, well built. 

 universal (adjective) – common/general, 

widespread, all-embracing, all-inclusive. 

 immunisation (noun) – the process whereby 

a person is made immune or resistant to an 

infectious disease, typically by the 

administration of a vaccine. Vaccines 

stimulate the body’s own immune system to 

protect the person against subsequent 

infection or disease. 

 wherewithal (noun) – resources, means. 

 rest with (verb) – be the responsibility of 

(someone). 

 in terms of (phrase) – with regard to, 

regarding/concerning, in connection with. 

 scope (noun) – purpose, intention. 

 in fact (phrase) – actually, indeed, 

undeniably. 

 mammoth (adjective) – something which is 

huge, giant, colossal. 

 periodic (adjective) – regular, periodical, 

recurrent, recurring. 

 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually. 

 mobilisation (noun) – the act of bringing 

people/resources together for a particular 

cause. 

 nothing short of (phrase) – nothing less than. 

 heroic (adjective) – enormous, huge, 

massive, titanic, colossal (in scale/intention). 

 get one’s act together (phrase) – recover, 

regain control of oneself, get a grip on 

oneself, get better. 

 put down (phrasal verb) – list, record, 

register. 

 standard operating procedure/protocol  

(SOP) (noun) – a detailed, written document 

consisting of step-by-step information on 

routine activities necessary to complete tasks 

in accordance with specific regulations or 

standards. 
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